Community Supported Agriculture

What is Community Supported agriculture?

CSA is a relationship of mutual support and commitment
between local farmers and community members who pay
the farmer an annual membership fee to cover the production costs of the farm. In turn,
members receive a weekly share of the harvest during the local growing season. The
arrangement guarantees the farmer financial support and enables many small-to moderate-
scale organic family farms to remain in business. Ultimately, CSA creates "agriculture-
supported communities" where members receive a wide variety of foods harvested at their
peak of ripeness, flavor and vitamin and mineral content.

Local CSAs:

Kimberton CSA is a ten acre biodynamic/organic mixed vegetable market garden
currently in its 25th year. The first CSA in Pennsylvania, this garden was started in 1987
by interested members of the community and Barbara & Kerry Sullivan (the farmers)
looking for ways of doing business that would best support the local community and
local agriculture and provide for the needs of everyone involved, including those of our
environment.

Charlestown Farm is located in Charlestown Township and grows vegetables and small
fruits, which it sells to local merchants, including the Phoenixville Farmer’s Market. The
farm is a fairly new establishment which was started by the Anderson family in 2000. Before
the Anderson’s purchased the land, it was solely used to farm corn and soybeans. When the
Anderson’s bought the land they decided to create a CSA in order to sell their products and
organized the Phoenixville Farmer’s Market. A once small CSA has grown to 150 members.
The Anderson’s run a fully organic farm and use sustainable practice to help conserve energy
resources.

Sakanac Farm is a diverse Organic/Biodynamic farm along French Creek in West Vincent
Township. The farm is associated with Camphill Village Kimberton Hills, a land-based
community that includes adults with developmental disabilities. The farm provides
vegetables, fruits, herbs, and flowers which exhibit the true principles of Biodynamic
Agriculture. Some of the available U-pick crops, which you can obtain by being a member of
the CSA, are: cherry tomatoes, raspberries, strawberries, culinary herbs and fresh flowers.

Seven Stars Farm is a 350 acre certified Biodynamic dairy farm located in
neighboring East Vincent Township across from the Kimberton Waldorf
School. They use the milk from Jersey cows to produce Seven Stars Organic
Yogurt which is sold via natural foods distributors throughout the eastern
United States. The farm has been operational since 1988.




